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17 Aodeft Vindication of the Proceedings of the late 
1 G{AN D-Jury at the Old Baily, who returned the Bill 
azainf Stephen Colledge,; Jgnoramns, 


Andacions L.ibeller or other, who (tudies nothing but to amuſe and cenfound the 
| multitude, and ſet them together by the ears. Tis incredible with what noiſe and 
wn-ſenſe their lying Pamphlets have been ſtuffed of late about the Proceedings of the 
Efrind-Jury at the Old Baily on the of June laſt, ro the amazement of all ſober. and 
Faderſtanding men, to ſee how impudently the Papiſts and their Adherents charge ſo many 
Flaſcientions and Loyal Gentleman with the deteſtable Crime of W;Iful Perjury. Sad times 
Faded, when hozeſt Proteſtants cannot follow the ditates of their Conſciences, without ha« 
Fmding their Credit and Reputation, if not their Lives and Fortunes, by the reſtle(s'malice 

FIdtheir Popiſh Enemies, 

-& Butif we confider how the Grand Inqueſt of the Nation, the King's great Council,and the. 
Fleoreſentative-body of the People, are daily traduced by every daring Scribler, and their * 
Siates and Reſolutions declared 7legal and Arbitrary ; we cannot wonder that a Grand-' 
&,of one County or Hundred only, ſhould be cenſured and condemned by the wicked 

*Fhents of Yell and Rowe. | 

"F #bat ( ay they) fix Witneſſes poſitively cAtrge Colledge with High-Treaſon, and yet the 
Fband-Jur y ( ſworn to preſent according to Evidence) bring in the Bill [gnoramus ? If this be 

ed, ( riminals may go free ; and if ſuch Juries be not indifable of Perjury, the World is 
| SY fever ly miſtaken, and Oaths are of no effe#. Hold, hold, good Sirs! fair and oft goes far, 
Wh World is certainly miſtaken; ifany mancan be guilty of Perjury, or any other Crime, 

J'kile he proceeds according to the beſt of his Knowledge, and follows the dictates of his 
Fanſcicace. 'Tis the difference of Peoples Tempers and Underſtandings cauſes ſuch a dis 

ality. of Opinions in the World, and this the diverſity of Conſciences. Men cannot be of 

-LYaka opinion they will, nor conſequently can their Conſeiences ditate to them what they 

bs | Suppoſe the Evidence clear and poſitive againſt Colledge, yet we cannot be aſſured 

' EFiwpeared to tothe Gentlemen of the Grard-Jury.” Every one bas his failings, and ſome 

| Favor ſec the Sun ſhine at noon-day. Nemo mortalinm omnibus boris japits yet a defed in 

wNaturals cannot be made a Crime in our Morals. And certainly it was'more Chriſtian. 

teintheſe Gentlemen, humbly to confeſs their Jgrorance in open Court, than uncharita-' 
condemn their Friend and Neighbour upon a hearſay. Are not 7zries appointed by the 

ſole Tudges of the matter of Fact, and of the Credit and Validity of the Evidence 2 Who. 

tencan be io mad as to blame this Grand- Jury for giving more Credit tothe (olemn Pro- 

4 1 tion of One of their own Religion and Party, than to Half a dozex Oaths of Church- 

wiſts, or Maſquerading-Troteitants, who, for ought they knew, (tor to be ſure they had 

Save than one Jexoramns to juſtifie their Proceedings) were hired by the Pope, or ſuppoſe 

te Devil, or at leaſt by ſome of their Emiſſaries, the 7eſuits, that are ſtill Jurking amovg 

WeNen-( onformiſts, (as the Revercnd Dr. O—- will tell you) to ſwear againſt the Prote- 

FF fa-Toyrer, thereby to fix their Helliſb Plot upon our Difcenting Brethrex, and dexte- 

"Fly tragſubſtantiate the Popiſh Deſign into a Frerbyterian ( onſpiracy f Tis the great Law 

Humane Society, Do 4s you would be done unto; and therefore our Saviour (tritly char- 

this Diſciples 5 AU! things whatſoever ye would that men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſoto 

p; for this is the Law ard the Prophets, Matth. 7. 12. Now who can be {oſtupid as to 

bbe, but if this Grazd- Jury had been accuſed by ſome that tell Tales our of School, as 

derates with Colledge in his Trayterous Deſigns againſt his Sovereign, they wiſh 

all their hearts they could meet with ſuch real Friends, as would venture the laſh of 

Law, and the breach of a Ceremonial Oath, to find the Bill /Jzzorawss £ How then 

theſe Gentlemen pretend to common Chriſtianity, or at leaſt' to the Purity of the 

d Goſpel, if through an unmanly fear of breaking ſome Humane Laws, they ſhould 

idly do to Colledge what they would not have done to themſelves, contrary 

expreſs words of Chriſt ? Put ( fays a notable bold Tory) tis a Caſe without any 
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Exathple or Preſident, and not ta be paralldi'd'in Pity, that a Gland-Jury, (who the Fandamental Ca, 


Micmrlon of the Land are uppoimen 'only to examint whether the matter be rviable 


ther ry) ſboold thivk the Oathy of fix ve Witneſſes (and' for the King t ainft a 7 
> rallre.gu, inent; «s not to leſerve 4 wrt con land fe ſeems, " n_ 24 dr Th 


Law, or deſerve « fu. | 
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vers'd in our Chronicles, and authentick Monuments of Antiquicy ; ou hate an /gnoramas in a Gran. 


, but you plainly diſcover t in your ſelf, © In King RichardIl's you might find, how at the 


prick Was Tyler s Inſurretion the Rabble were io a uproar at St. Albans, and committed many 
* rages upon the Abbot arid Mooks of that. Monafſtry ; whereupon the King fent Sir Walter Leye 


Th Commiſſioners of Oyer and Terminer, to enquire into rhe Commorion, and puniſh the Authars 
cauſed a Juvy to be ſummon'd, and charg'd them ro be ready againſt next morning wig 
ot the beginners of theirTroubles. DAE WR 0 cn true knew nothing ofthe 

their own. And therefore ina rl 
G can Indit no man, nor Accuſe any ; they cannot find one whohad hea # - 
one breaker of his Peace, not one that could appear ſoto them. The Con. 
« miſſioners ſtartled at this juggle, ſent immediately ro the King at Chelmsford, to acquaint him with the 


5 their 
ciriatrer ; it was the caſe of their Fellows in miſchief, and might 


© oeloyal to his Sovereign,not 
« whole Proceedings, who yows to come in perſon and ſee Juſtice executed upon the Traytors. h t 
© ;nterims, the Commilſioners ſeize Greynaceb, (a bold impudent Fellow, not much inferiour rs Col 
© andothers of the Ring-leaders, and ſent them Priſoners to Hartford: Bur the Rabble raiſcd s 
©Uproar, and got Greywdcob out upon Bail, on condition cicher to agree with the Abbot within-x 
© days, or render him upto the Jaftices again. Yet Greyndcob, more fool-bardy than wiſe, was nok 


ſoever our ſears are, worſe we cannot be, than now we E* about to maks our ſelves ; Succeſs too doc 
often fail men as their own Indaitry and Boldneſs. Fear not for we, nor trouble your ſelve: a! my 

1 ſhall thing my ſelf more happy than our Lords, if they profjer, or their King, to die a Martyy of the 
with the repmeation of ſuch a Gallantry. Let ſuch Comrage as wonld bave burried you forward to all by 

wiſchieſs, had 1 loft my Head at Hartford, « your 
yier's Ghoft chiding our ib Cowardice, and by the blazes of bis F irebrands hindled in Hell, 

vedby Fiends about bis blead, lead on to noble Villames, Let dreaming Monks and Priefts tremble at 
Joxnd of God and Saints ; He who fears Thunderbolts, is 4 Religions heartleſs Coxcomb, and ſhall never 


« Molebill, Thus our brave Commonwealth-Reformer animates his Fellows ro carry on the Cat; $ 
in kul- # © 


But the King arrives at laſt, and ſoon cools rheir Courage. The Chief Juſtice Trefilian firti 
ment, calls the Grand- Jery before him ; bur they, good poople, begin to faulter, and 

they cannot make any fuch diſcovery as is defired. The 

but could not prevail, till at laſt he told them they ſhould have His Majeſty's Pardon, if | 


out the Authors of that Commotion : otherwiſe they ſhuuld undergo the ſame Puniſhment that was } 


be inflicted upon the Offenders; and it was folly in them, out of a care to preſerve wicked men 


brave ſpirits. Muthinks 1 ſer the ts 


tohazard the loſs of their own. Which words on a ſudden infuſed fuch knowledge into our [qnerents 


Jary, that they found the Bill againſt hundreds, both in Town and Countrey. 
"Now here ir is worth the enquiring after, by what Law could this Chief jJuſtice inf the ſame 


niſhment on the ond a tr Igner ams:, that the Authors of the Commotion were |ablew 


 ſoffer. 1 muſt confeſs Grand- Jaries are puniſhable in ſorne caſes, as appears by 33 H. 8. cap. 6 matt 
againſt keeping, ___ about, and ing in Creſ:-Bows or Hand-Gwn: ; where it was Enadtel, 
$. 20. That if any Jury do wilſully conceal (that is, not preſent vn—_ to Evidence) any of the [al 
Offences, being thereof lawfully conviil, they ſhall forſeit 20 8. apitce to the Kung for every ſuch Concealmes., 
Nevertheleſs, tho' Grand- Juris: be puniſhable for concealing theſe Offences, yet concealing of Tray- 
rors is another matter; and we muſt not think that anArgument 4 minor; ad mx4ju; can hold in this Cas 


where the Life of a Brother is concerned. Beſides, no yo be puniſhed, unleſs legally found Gaily 
ains, as to know whom to empanael, whe 


by another ; and rhen to be ſure people have ſo 
their Brethren are like ro ſuffer for being r#0 zealous for the Canſe. 


But ro conelude,norwithſtanding all the reſtleſs endeavours of the Popsſo Agents to aſperſe the honeſt 4 


intentions of theſe Gentlemen, and miſrepreſent them both to Prince and People; "Tis plain, they 


ſerved His Majeſty in this buſineſs with a great deal of Sincerity and Loyalty : for they knew ve'Y » 
well, had they found the Bill againſt Colledge, he ſhould have been tryed of courſe at the Old Bah, S. 
there, no doubt, a Perty-7ury might have been pack'd of Colledg's Brethren in Iniquiry, who toſfavethal >; 
4 whole Cauſe from ſo Ignominious a Death, would venture tho'nE 
T5 


Brother, nay Themſelves, and t 
Laws, both Humane and Divine. Theſe Gentlemen therefore, to give His Majeſty warning. prudent 
brought in the Bill gnor eames, and thereby prevented the wicked Contrivances of the Brethren, tot! 


own immortal Glory and Renown, and to the great ſarisfaCtion of all His Majeſty's Loyal SubjxeQs 
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*out, but he perſwaded the Rabble never to ſubmit to the Abbot, bur preſerve their Liberties, tho'wih | 
the hazard of their Lives. Dangerons Liberty (ſayshe) is more valuable, than ſafe and quiet Slaver 
lot us live or die with Liberty ; In fo gonerens, ſo honeia Contemtion, it will be gloriows to overcome; whit 


# 
wh #_ 
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Juftice preſſed them to do theirs 4 
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